Social influences for smoking in pregnancy in south western Sydney antenatal clinic attendees.
This study examined the needs of and barriers to smoking cessation of 677 women who attended antenatal clinics in south-west Sydney. More than a quarter (26.3%) of the mothers reported smoking at their first antenatal visit. Smokers were more likely to be teenagers, single mothers and less likely to have formal education or employment. They were less aware of the potential health risks of smoking in pregnancy (SIP). High levels of SIP remain a public health problem, and effective interventions are needed.